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Foreword

You are now reading the second el ectronic bulletin of the Finnish-Russian Devel opment Programmeon
Sustainable Forest Management and Conservation of Biologica Diversity in Northwest Russa
(NWRDP). With thisissuewewould liketo present you some of the proceedings and activitiesof the
sustainableforestry and nature protection projectsin 2002.

Forest sector development isatopica questionin Russia. Thedeclined forestry production should be
made moreefficient and productive. Both Russiaand Finland have approved theinternational principles
of sustainableuse of natural resourcesand the necessity for nature protection.

Sustainableforestry benefitsboth countries. Finland isasignificant importer of Russan timber, nearly 13
million cubic metersin 2001. Economically effective and ecologicaly soundforestry isalso aprerequisite
for any forest sector investments. Russiaand Finland share aboundary of almost 1400 km, whichisalso
the border between Russiaand the European Union. Asaresult of thesefacts Northwest Russiaand
Finland have along-established forestry and nature conservation cooperation. Thisbulletin hasviewson
bilateral and international projects, meetingsand publications.

Since 1997 NWRDP has been animportant tool for implementing the bilateral sustainableforestry and
nature conservation cooperation towardsthe above mentioned principles. One objective of the NWRDP
istoincrease exchange of information and coordinate activitieswith other bilateral andinternational
programmes. NWRDP and its projectsaready have and will increase the cooperation activitieswith the
BarentsEuro-Arctic Council, Internationa Contact Forum on Habitat Conservation inthe Barents
Region, European Union Tacisand Northern Dimension programmes, [UCN, UNESCO and nationa
andinternational NGO's.

Tatu Torniainen, Riitta Hemmi, Jevgeni Jakoviev

Hopefully thearticlesof thisbulletin areof interest to you. Wewould be grateful to get your comments-
for good or for bad. The comments and suggestionsyou can send to the Finnish programme
coordinators:.

tatu.torniainen@mmm.fi, riitta hemmi @ymparisto fi, jevgeni.jakovlev@ymparigo fi



Nature Protection Projects

Protection for the song lands of Karelia

At the beginning of August the government of the Karelian Republic
approved the establishment of the Kalevala National Park. The forests
and villages of the area were the homeland of the ancient rune singers
and were travelled by Elias Lonnrot in the 1800s.

‘“When satellite pictures became widespread in the 1970s, we noticed that the extensive VienaKarelia
forests near to the Finnish border had almost compl etely been spared fromfelling,” writes Professor
Rauno Ruuhijérvi inthe preface of the publication onthe Ka evalaNationa Park.

TheFinnish Ministry for the Environment and the Karelian Republic started to cooperate to promote
protection of theforeststhat had been spared completely fromfelling. Theregion’sforestswere studied
preliminarily from 1992-1994 and in 1997 aproposal was madethat alarge conservation areabe
established within Vienansal o areaand named the Kal evalaNational Park. At the beginning of August
2002, the government of the Karelian Republic approved the establishment of a 74,400-hectare
KdevaaNational Park.

The establishment of the National Park itself isstill dependent on adecision from the Russian Federal
Government. Thepark is, however, onthelist of federal conservation areasto beestablishedinthe
Russian Federation by 2010.

Thefeel of areal forest

‘“Whenyou’ ve spent acoupleof dayswalking inthe pristine Vienaforests, hearing nothing but the
soundsof nature, you begintorealisewhat ared forestis,” enthuses Senior Scientist Tapio Lindholm
from the Finnish Environment Institute (SY KE). Capercaillie, black grouse, wolvesand bearscan dl be
found inthese extensiveforests, which have not even been blemished by forest lorry roads. Theregion
contains pine and spruce stands, paludific forests, flourishing stream banks, poor fens, natural mires,
small streamsand lakes. Thereisa so an abundance of fungi and faunaspeciesthat depend on rotten
wood, and theregionisanatural habitat to many rare and endangered species.

TheKalevalaNational Park isanimportant part of the Green Belt border areabetween Finland and the
Russian Federation. The Green Beltismade up of well-preserved forest and mire ecosystems.

In thehomeland of therunesingers

EliasLonnrot travelled through the landscapes of the KalevalaNational Park between 1830-1840
collectingthemain runesfor theKalevalaepic.

The park encompassesthevillage of Venehjarvi and, inthe eastern corner of the park, Vuokkiniemi.
Vuokkiniemi hasapopulation of about five hundred and Venehjarvi approximately twenty. VVuokkiniemi
hasitsown schoal.



‘Thelocal ssupport conservation of theregion becausethey liveamost wholly inanatural economy
wherethey fish, collect berriesand mushrooms. Even after the establishment of the conservation area
they will beentitled to usethe nearby forest resourcesaround them for their domestic needs,” explains
Senior Scientist Tgpio Lindholm.

‘| visited thevillages of VVuokkiniemi and Venehjérvi acoupleof yearsago. Therearenolonger any
ancient runesingers, but the people of Venehjarvi in particular remember the old traditionsof thevillage
well,” says Senior Researcher Anndli Asplund fromthe Finnish Literature Society. ‘ TheVienaKardia
song tradition wasto sing about everything, as songsrepresented special narrative stories. The people
a so sang wedding songsand lamentations.’

Thevillageof Latvajérvi issituated on the southern border of the KalevalaNational Park and used to be
hometo the master runesinger ArhippaPerttunen. Thevillageison the border zoneand isdifficultto
accessnowadays. Asplund visited thevillage, though only onefamily lived thereanymore.

ArhippaPerttunen’sson Miihkali wasalso arunesinger. Hedied in 1899. Many of histextsand
compositions have been recorded.

Park twinning cooper ation
A twin park for theKalevalaNational Park isto beestablished onthe Finnish side.

‘Theideaof park twinning cooperation isto devel op close cooperation between parks on both sides of
theborder,” explains Senior Planner Lass Karivalo fromthe Natural Heritage Servicesunit of the Finnish
Forest and Park Service.

“Eco-tourismand cultural tourismwould both belinked with the Kal evalaPark cooperation. Park
twinning cooperation aso incorporatesinformation exchange between biology experts, aswell as
standardising inventoriesto makethem comparable.

A real patchwork quilt on the Finnish side

‘The planned twin park on the Finnish side of the border isareal patchwork quilt,” explainsNature
Conservation Counsdllor Pekka Salminen from the Finnish Ministry of the Environment.

Most of theareasareaready protected by the old-growth forests conservation programme, and a
number of the areasarelegally protected nature conservation areas. All of theareasarea sointhe
Natura2000 proposa. Should there beadesireto establish asingle KalevalaPark conservation areait
would mean having to amend anumber of existing lawsand to abolishthelegal basesof old
conservation aress.

‘That'swhy theaimisto proceed so that all theareas not currently protected by law would be turned
into protected areas by decree. The combined surface areaof these areasis approximately 13,000
hectares,” Salminen continues. ‘ The decree could al so state that these and other areasthat have
previoudly been protected nature conservation areas be categorised asbel onging to the Kaleval a Park.
OntheFinnish side, theKareliaPark would be approximately 23,000 hectaresin size. The decree could
be passed asearly asautumn thisyear.’

The 2,400 or so hectaresof rich and diverseforest of Maahvia, located in the centre of the Finnish part
of thepark istill adlightly controversial topic. Theforestisin Naturaand is protected by the Forestry
Act but the old-growth forests conservati on working group has proposed that, in thefuture, it beturned



into aconservation area. Most of theareawould, however, remaininitsnatura state. Withinthe
framework of the Naturaprogramme, amaintenance and upkeep planwill bedrawn up for thearea.

Further information:
www.ymparigto.fi/kvas at/lahia uelvenmetsalvenmetsa htm

Literature

*Natural Complexes, Floraand Faunaof the Proposed KalevalaNational Park, the Finnish
Environment series, Nr. 577, September 2002

*Martti Haavio, Thelast Rune Singers (1943), 3rd edition 1985

*|.K.Inha, Photographer in VienaKarelia1894

*|.K.Inha, Song landsof theKaevala(1911), 3rd edition 1999

Tripsto Vienankarjaaare organised by Juminkeko, based in Kuhmo, www.juminkeko.fi. The company
isrun by Markku and SirpaNieminen (tel. +358 (0)8 6530 670) and operatesin cooperation with the
ArhippaPerttunen Foundation.

Leena Huttunen



Great Andoma Watershed, biodiversity inventories
in the Vologda Region

Institute have made a cooperation agreement within the development
programme “Sustainable Forest Management and Conservation of
Biological Diversity in Northwest Russia”. Biodiversity inventory of Great
Andoma Watershed is the first step in Vologda Region towards the
planned GAP-Analysis project of the nature protected areas network in
Northwestern Russia.

r The Vologda State Pedagogical University and the Finnish Environment

Biodiversity inventory of Great AndomaWatershed isthefirst step inVologdaRegiontowardsthe
planned GAP-Analysisproject of the nature protected areas network in Northwestern Russia. The
inventory work isbased on theresearch carried out by the Karelian Research Centre of the Russian
Academy of Sciencesand the VVologda State Pedagogical University inthe AndomaUpland area.

Here, atthe” Atleka’ heightistheonly placein Europe, wherethewater systemsof theAtlantic and
Arctic oceansaswell asthe continental Caspian Seacross. Four regional protected areas have been
established intheareawith well preserved fragments of mid-boreal old-growth forestsof over 180-200
yearsof age. TheAndomaUplandisgenetically and by itslandscape smilar to theKirillovskaya
Watershed and the Vepsovskaya Upland, whereregional nature protected areas have been established
aswell.

In 2001-2002, the project hasincluded inventory and eval uation of landscape, eco-system, floraand
faunadiversity. Thework was also focused onthe assessment and analysis of the representativeness
and gaps of the existing protected areas network and proposalsfor further improvement of the network.
Theproject hasbeenlooking into the history of human settlement in theregion and itscultural heritage.

Nineregiona protected areaswere studied under the project. Theresearch confirmed the significance of
these reserves asthe reference exampl es of the nature of the Northwestern partsof VVologda Region.
Over 300 rare and endangered plant speciesand 83 bird specieshave been identified. Six of these
plantsareregistered inthe Red Book of Russia. Thus, the monitoring work of nature protected areas
was started in Volodga. Theresearch work confirmed that the landscape approach formsoneof the
basisfor GAPanalysisin creating and developing acomprehensive protected areas network in Vologda
Region. Thework carried out so far hasrevealed lack of wetland and mire ecosystemswithinthe
protected areanetwork. New protected areas are needed to secure the conservation of the
congregating areasfor migratory birdsat the eastern coast of Lake Onega. These are some preliminary
conclusionsof theproject, while processing of thefield research datais till going on.

German A. Vorobyev
Sate Pedagogical University of Vologda



The Red Data Book of Vologda Region.
Volume 2 - Plants and Fungi

The Red Data Book of Vologda Region. Volume 2 Plants and Fungi -
project is carried out by the Vologda State Pedagogical University within
the cooperation agreement with the Finnish Environment Institute. The
project includes flora diversity research and proposals for conservation
. of endangered species.
Theplantsof theregion have been under study sincemid 19th century. The systematic and
comprehensiveresearch started in 1960's. In theyearsto follow, thefloristic research carried out by the
Departmentsof Botany at the Vol ogda State Pedagogic University and the University of St. Petersburg
became moreregular and intense. During this period acomprehensive herbariumwas collected, which
has been used as database for the Red Data Book of VVologda. Additionally the plant collectionsof the
Komarov Botanical Institute of the Russian A cademy of Sciences, the Moscow State University, The
Darwin Strict Nature Reserve, the State Museum of History, Architectureand Artsof Vologda, the
Museum Association of Cherepovets have been used.

TheForaList by Orlova(1993) listed 1022 vascular plant speciesbelonging to 439 generaof 107
families. Dataon the speciesand systematic diversity of mosses, fungi (lichenincluded) and dgaeisvery
preliminary, because bryo-, myco-, lichen and algae biotahave not yet been studied sufficiently inthe
region. Earlier research showsthat dueto intense human activity intheregionamost athird of dl
vascular plantshavedeclined in somedegree. Smilarly, thereisagreat number of non-vascular plant
speciesrated asrare.

In 2001-2003, the project includesfurther inventory of herbaria, production of florainventory texts,
definition of the Red List categoriesof species, therequired conservation measuresand locality
mapping. By preliminary estimate, the Red DataBook will enlist over 200 speciesof vascular and
spore-bearing plants, 30 lichen, 30 higher fungi, 30 mossesand 3 algae species.

During theinventory of theVol ogda State Pedagogic University herbarium accompanied by thefield
studiesin 2001-2002, almost one hundred vascul ar plant species, new to Vologda Regionflora, were
detected. Most of these speciesare not indigenous, but adventivesimported from other aress.

Field tripswere conducted in summer 2002 to ninedistricts of VVologda Region (Vytegra, Babayevo,
Belozero, Kyrillov, Vozhegda, Syamzhen, Totma, Veliky Ustyug and Ust-Kubinsk). A new herbarium of
2500 sampleswas collected. A number of specimen of rarevascular plant specieswerecollected inthe
habitatsearlier known only from literature. Speciescomposition of mossesand fungi werediscovered by
the expertsfrom the Komarov Botanical Institute of the Russian Academy of Sciences (St. Petersburg)
They collected ahuge material consisting of 250 mossesand 500 fungi specimen. Over 170 species
descriptionsand 100 color drawingsof vascular plants have been produced by now for the Red Data
Book. Field research dataisbeing analyzed currently.

Tatjana A. Suslova
\ologda Sate Pedagogical University



Finnish-Russian Nature Conservation Seminar and Work
Group Meeting in Finland, June 2002

“The Finnish-Russian Nature Conservation Cooperation Working Group
has worked actively for seventeen years, starting in 1985. The group
offers a forum for discussion and planning of nature protection activities
also during these present unstable and confusing times. Human rela-
tions, friendship and the strong will to act for the benefit of nature
without borders are the ele-ments of true sustainable development,”
said professor emeritus Rauno Ruuhijarvi at the seminar in Helsinki,
12.6.2002.

Nature conservation cooperation between the Soviet Union and Finland started back inthe 1970s as
oneform of scientific-technical cooperation. Joint activitieswere undertaken by ministries, authorities,
scientificingtitutesand universitiesof both countries. An official Finnish-RussianWorking Group on
Nature Conservation was established between the two countriesin 1985. Sincethen, theWorking
Group hashad avery important rolein the nature protection of territoriescloseto the Finnish-Russian
border, even though Ministries, committees and regional administrative organs have changed severa
times, especidly inRussa

Public seminar on 12.6.2002 in Helsinki

TheFinnish-Russian Working Group on Nature Conservation hasarranged joint meetings, generaly
onceayear, to discuss, devel op and resolveissues of nature protection near the border region, and of
common interest for both countries. Rauno Ruuhijér vi, professor emeritusof the University of
Helsinki, hasbeenthekey figureinthebilatera cooperation from the start, and chaired the Finnish party
of theworking group, fromitsestablishment in 1985, until 2002. The chairman of the Russian sidehas
been LjudmilaKuleshova, professor of the State Research Institute“ VNI Priroda’. 1n order to thank
thelong-term chairman Rauno Ruuhijérvi for hiscrucid rolein promoting Finnish-Russian nature
conservation, the Finnish Ministry of Environment arranged apublic seminar on the 12th of Junein
Helsinki, followed by theworking group meeting in Tammisaari thefollowing day. Theseminar provided
the public and the mediawith areview of Finnish-Russian effortsin biodiversity conservation of East-
Fennoscandia, and provided the opportunity to discuss problemsand future plans. The seminar and
meeting & so provided theforum for introducing the new Finnish chairmen of theWorking Group, Dr.
Aimo Saano, Research Manager of Metsdhallitusand Dr. Tapio L indholm, Senior Scientist fromthe
Finnish Environment Indtitute.

The seminar was opened and chaired by Pekka K angas, General Manager of the Finnish Ministry of
the Environment. Heemphasized that the decisionson the use of the natural resourcesof Northern
Europe aretoday considered to beinternational questions. More concernisbeing, and must continueto
be, givento the conservation of biodiversity and sustainable principlesof using natural resources,
especially inforestry. Nongovernmenta organizationsboth in Russiaand Finland have been activein
calling for the establishment of protected areas. Both countriesarefamiliar with thebasic problem:
forestsshould be utilized for the needs of the national economy, but at the sametimeasufficient level of
nature protection level should be secured, and responsibility for conserving biodiversity must betaken.
Nature conservation cooperation between the two countrieshasincreased in recent years. More
specidistsand stakeholdersareinvolved and new joint programs have been launched.



Professor Rauno Ruuhijar vi presented the history and present situation of Finnish-Russian nature
conservation cooperation. Thejoint work wasoriginally given concreteexpressionin Kardia. An
internationally important twin park, the* Friendship Park” inthe Kuhmo and Kostamusterritories, was
established from 1987-1990.

Thismarked the start of the devel opment of the protected areas network. Planning and establishing the
Paangjarvi and Vodlgarvi (‘ Vodlozersky’) national parkswere made the next objects of cooperation.
The concept of the * Green Belt of Fennoscandia, azone of protected areason the Finnish-Russian
border regions, waslaunched. Biodiversity inventoriesand protected areaplanning for theKalevaa,
Tolvagérvi, Koitgjoki, Tuulosand Ladoga Skerriesnational parksweredrawn up. Soon, with the help of
themain cooperation partner in Karelia (the Karelian Research Center), the cooperation areabegan to
extend to fiveother regionsof Northwest Russia. In the Leningrad region the main emphasishasbeenon
developing the protected areanetwork on the Kardlian | sthmusand on the proposed I ngermanlandskij
Strict Nature Reserve, ontheidands of the Eastern part of the Gulf of Finland. Natureinventoriesand
national park recommendationsweremadefor four locationsin the Murmansk Region (Hiiping,
Laplandskij les, Kutsaand Terskij bereg). In theArkhangel sk region cooperation has cons sted of
severd internationa expeditions, which haveresulted in conservation recommendations, aswell asthe
inventoriesand proposal for the Onezhkoe Pomore Nationa Park. Theinventoriesof Grest Andoma
Watershed have been thefruit of thejoint work in the Vol ogda Region. Cooperation with the City of St.
Petersburg began in 2002 and will be concentrated on the devel opment of protected areas owned and
managed by the city, especidly thosevulnerable coastal areasaround the Gulf of Finland.

Finnish-Russian conservation cooperation hasled to theinitiation of ajoint project for the Northwest
Russiaregion, acomprehensive assessment of the potential for representation and thegapsinthe
protected areas network in Northwest Russa(aGAPAnNayss). Thisinternational project will link
biological research to the needs of structural and economic assessment of the protected areas.

Oleg V. Chervjakov, Director of the Vodl ozersky National Park, gave apresentation on the current
Situation and future perspectivesof the protected areas of Northwest Russia. As Chairman of the
Association of Strict Nature Reservesand National Parksin Northwest Russiahetalked about the
severe economic problemsthe protected areas of all statuseshave—onthelocal, regiona and federal
levels. The parks havetherefore devel oped stronger cooperation amongst themselvesand a so
internationally. Recreationa and tourist servicesare being devel oped, though infrastructure needs

Improving.

‘Conservation of biodiversity intheNorthern regionsof Russiatoday and inthefuture’ wasthetopic
presented by Valery A. Efimov, Senior Specialist of the Laboratory for Protected Aress, Ecology and
Culture, of theIngtitute of ecological problemsof theNorth. In 2001 the Russian Academy of Science,
together withthe Ministry of Natural Resourcesof the Russian Federation, published the National
Strategy for Conservation of Biodiversity in Russia. Thisstrategy emphasizestheimportance of
developing the protected areanetwork. Thetask isto protect rare, endemic, relic and typical species,
nature complexesand ecosystems. Up until 1998, in theArkhangel sk and Murmansk Regionsandinthe
Republic of Kareliaatotal of 243 protected areaswere established. Among these were 6 Strict Nature
Reserves, 3 National Parks, 61 regiona nature reserves (zakazniks) and 172 nature monuments. The
share of protected areasis 5.2 % of thetotal areaof theseregions.

I nternational cooperation hashad asignificant rolein developing the protected areas network inthe
Arkhangel sk Region, and scientific expeditions have resulted in conservation recommendations.



Inventoriesand aproposal for the Onezhkoe Pomore National Park within Finnish-Russian cooperation
will (hopefully inthevery near future) result in the establishment of thenational park.

TheFinnish-Russian development program ‘ Sustainable Forest M anagement and Conservation of
Biological Diversity in Northwest Russia’ was presented by Riitta Hemmi, Coordinator of the
Biodiversity projectsof the program, from the Finnish Environment I ngtitute. Sincethebeginning of the
programin 1997 nearly 30 biodiversity conservation projects have beenimplemented inthesix
aforementioned regions of Northwest Russia. Themain objective of the programisto support the
development of the protected areanetwork, most of the concrete projects being nature valueinventories
resulting in conservation areaproposals. Support for regional Red DataBook publishingisasoan
important task of the program.

Aimo Saano presented the M etsahallitus nature conservation cooperation with Russa, i.e., cross-
border protected areacooperation. Metséha litus hasthe objective of creating an unbroken line of twin
parksaong the Finnish-Russian border, starting from the Gulf of Finland and ending at theArctic Sea
(Pasvik in Northern Lapland). Thiskind of network of twin parksenabl esharmonization of therunning
and man-agement activities of the protected areas. The Oulanka (Paangérvi National Parks) and the
Friendship Park (Kostamus Strict Nature Reserve) are good examples of working twin parks. The
cooperation activitiesare carried out in biological field research, exchange of information, protected area
manage-ment planning, ecologica training, public awarenesscampaigns, building and furnishing
information centresfor protected areas, capacity-building of management personnel and ecological
tourism.

Biosphereterritory cooperationin Kareliawasthetopic presented by Timo Hokkanen, Senior
Scientist of the Regional Environment Center of North-Karelia Two biosphereterritorieshave been
established in the Finnish-Russian crossborder region: the Biosphere Territory of North-Kareliaonthe
Finnish side and the L apland Biosphereterritory on the KolaPeninsula, onthe Russian side of the
border. Theterritoriesare considered to be experiment and research areasin the international UNESCO
‘Manand Biosphere’ program. Over 400 biosphereterritories have been launched all over theworld.
The biosphereterritoriesawaysinclude protected areas (core areas), around which are non-protected,
collaboration areas. Human activitiesare animportant part of the biosphere concept.

In theremote Finnish-Russian border regionsthe crucial task isto offer alternativesto the one-sided
economy and, at thesametime, to protect nature and use natural resourcesreasonably. Linking nature
protection and the economy requires comprehensive and versatile cooperation between peoplein
research and admini stration and between local communities.

After the presentationstherewasatime of public discussion and comments. The constructive comments
of the Finnish nature conservation non-governmental organi sationswere presented by Jouni Nissinen,
TheFinnish Nature League. Heemphasized NGOs' rolein the nature conservationwork inthe
Northwest Russia. TheNGOsarewilling to cooperatein the proposed GAP-Analyses project and
thereforewould liketo beincluded moreintensively to the project planning.

Kari Vitie, Representative of the Finnish Forest Industry A ssociation, emphasized thegood rel ations
and the cooperation that the Finnish forest industry companies sharewith the Russian Forest
adminigtration, industrial enterprisesand NGOs. The Finnish forestry companiesare, first and foremog,
customersof Russia. The Finnish forest industry supportsthe principlesof sustainableforestry, but
Russianforest |egidation must beadheredto.



After closing the seminar the Working Group participants acquai nted themsel veswith the Tvarminne
Zoologica Station of the University of Helsinki, visited theinformation centrefor the EkenésArchipelago
Nationa Park and spent the evening inthe park. Thenational park islocated in thewestern archipelago
of the Uusimaa province. The park extendsfrom the open marine arearight acrossto theisland of Algo
intheinner archipelago. Thegroup hiked around the naturetrail of therather largeidand of Algé. The
idandiscovered with dense coniferousforests, and the eastern side of theisland featuresatype of
shdlow, sheltered bay (flada) characteristic of theinner archipelago.

Working Group meeting in Ekenas 13.6.2002

The meeting took placeinthe Ekenés (Ekenasin Swedish and Tammisaari in Finnish) town hall and the
participantswerewarmly welcomed by Mayor Henrik Winber g. The meeting was chaired by Nikolai
S. lvanov, Department of the state control and perspective development in thefield of nature
management and environmental protectionin Northwest RussiaFederal Didtrict, and by Aimo Saano.

Onthe agendatherewere many topical questions, starting with the nature protection reviewsof the
Northwest Russaregionsand Finland. The nature conservation Situationin the Republic of Kareliawas
presented by Evgeni P. 1 eshko, Vice Chairman of the Karelian Research Center, by Oleg V.
Chervjakov, Director of Vodlozersky National Park and by Sergei V. Tar hov, Director of the
Kostamus Strict Nature Reserve. Thereview of the Leningrad Region and the City of St. Petersburg
wasgiven by Geor gi A. Noskov, Professor of the Biological institute of St. Petersburg State University.
The presentation of nature protection activitiesintheArkhangel sk Regionwasgiven by Valery A.
Efimov, Senior Specialist of the Laboratory for Protected Areas, Ecology and Culture, of the I nstitute of
ecologica problemsof theNorth. The present situation regarding the planned nationa parksinthe
Murmansk Regionwasoutlined by Vjatseslav V. Nikonov, Vice Director of the KolaResearch
Center, and by Anatoly M. Hohlov and OlgaA. M akarova, Director and Vice Director of the Pasvik
Strict Nature Reserve. The projectsand present Situation in the Vol oga Region were outlined by
GermanA. Vorobyev, Professor of theVologda State Pedagogic University. Pekka Salminen,
Nature Conservation Counselor of the Finnish Ministry of the Environment described the present nature
conservation situation and programsin Finland.

Other topicsdiscussed at the meeting were: the GAPAnalyses project; regional Red DataBooksas
normative basisfor conservation measures; twin park cooperation activities; the establishment of new
protected areasin Northwest Russia, especialy the KaevalaNationa Park and the | ngermanlandskij
Strict Nature Reserve and international project proposals, such asthe proposal of thelUCN “Natural
Heritage of the Barents Region: Management of the I nterestsof Futuregenerations’ and the UNESCO
World Heritage proposd “ Green Belt”.

After theday’sactivework and lively discussionsal participants stated that the Working Group aways
hasbeen, and will continueto be, avery important forum for nature conservati on cooperation.Work
could beintensified by organizing at |east oneintermediate chairmen meeting in between the Group
meetingsonce ayear. It was stated that, on the Russian side, the chairmanship and membersshould be
officidly appointed by the Ministry of Natural Resources of the Russian Federation. Theminutesof the
meeting were accepted unanimously and the document hasbeen delivered to the Ministry of Natural
Resources of the Russian Federation and to the Finnish Ministry of the Environment.

Riitta Hemmi
Finnish Environment Institute



Forestry Projects

Economic accessibility of forest resources

Forest policy aims:

In the discussions related to new forest policy of Russia, the large
differences between forest resources and economically accessible
forests have been mentioned to be among the largest problems in forest
management planning. It has been also pointed that the division of
Russian forests into “ecological reserves” and “forests available for

management” would make it easier to define goals for forest
management, currently suffering especially the low profitability.

Dueto profitability reasons, forest harvesting has concentrated of theto theforestscloseto railways,
main roads and watercourses. Asresult, young forestsand lessval uable speciesdominatein the
harvested areas close to transportati on routes and mature forestsin moreremote areas. Unbalanced
harvesting isamong the reasonsfor theincreased pressureto start harvesting of ecologically valuable
forestsbut that areaccessible. Russiaisfacing arisk for economic and ecological diversification of wood
supply from young and immature stands close to transportation means and wood demand on mature
forestsinremoteor ecologicaly sensitivearess.

For the organization of forest usethat would be based on market conditions, the RF Government is
working onalaw of forest concessons. The concess onsshould beavailablein principlefor
economically accessibleforest resources(i.e. commercia forests). All forest users, including foreigners,
should observethe emphasizeinthelaw: apre-condition for forest use on the basis of the concessions
should bethe assessment of economically accessibleresources.

L ow stumpagevalue

Inthepast, under the centrally planned economy, the State had covered the transportation costs of
timber —on average transported to adistance of 1800 km. The changeto amarket economy hasmade
theremoteforests(i.e. most of theforestsin Siberia), economically inaccessiblefor the markets.

Thecurrent threatsfor theforest sector in Russiaincludearisk that theforest sector may not beableto
increasethe production without foreigninvestments. Russiawoul d then bein the situation whereraw
material export would beamong thefew (if not only) viable optionsto increasethe use of itsvast forest
resources. Intheshort run, if theforest industriesare not quickly revitalised Russamay even need to
import moreforest products, especially paper and paper productsthan currently isthe case.

Onemajor consequence of thelow competitiveness of theforest industriesin Russiahas been low ability
to pay stumpagefor wood. The average stumpage price paid by forest industriesisonly approximately
USD 1 per cubic meter. Thelow price accompanied with many structural problemsin forest
administration hasresulted in acontinued decreasein the profitability of forestry. This, on the other hand,
hasresulted in decreasing investmentsin forest management, silvicultureand forest protection. Fromthe
forest sector’spoint of view, it isthusessentia to increasethe competitivenessof forest industriesand
identify economically accessibleforeststhat are capable of generating forest revenue.



Model to estimate economic accessibility

Theeconomically optima distribution of wood harvesting—intermsof geographica location—canbe
analysed with an objective to minimisetrangportation costs. When combined with wood price
Information, trangportation costs can be used asaproxy for economic accessibility of forests. For
practical application, thelevel andlocation of wood demand hasto be estimated al so.

Theforest resourcesaccessibility, or positive stumpage (forest rent) (r) can be estimated with the
formula

. Po _Rl_ Cl
m

4 T —Ry.y— Cys,

where,

PO=the price of processed wood product,

R1=normativeprofit of final product manufacturing,

C1=normative costsof production in product manufacturing,

m= consumption of wood per unit of thefina product,

T=transportation costsfor roundwood estimated according to actual tariffs,
C2(xi)= normative costsfor harvesting, and

R2(xi)=normative profitin harvesting.

r-S>10

S=normative costsfor reforestation.

If forest rent (r) ismoreor equal to normative costsfor reforestation (S), theforest resourcesin question
can beconsidered economically accessible.

Economic rationale

Theformulaintroduced hasbeentested inredl lifesituationin Novgorod region, Northwest Russia. The
first resultsjustify the use of themodel. The economic accessibility of forestscan be estimated with
availableforest resource and cartographicinformation, and under current wood demand conditions.

Inprinciple, themethod for ng the economic accessibility issmpleand flexible. By changing any
parameter intheformula, it ispossibleto study the respective changesin the economic accessibility of
forest resources. For example, it ispossibleto study a(hypothetical) casein which awood-processing
mill was(re)located in the region and to analyze over which areaswood harvesting was economicaly
feasible. Also, with given demand for wood, it would be possibleto estimatewhich forestsare
economically inaccessibleand thuseconomically morerationa to classify asecological reserves.

1PetrovA. P, Mamaev B. M., Tepliakov V. K., Shetinski E. A. 1997. Public forest management.
Moskva, VNIITSlesresurs. 304 p

Petrov A. P. 1989. Determination methods of stampage prise and forest resources cost estimation. In:
Lesnoehoziastvo, NO. 8, p. 13-16</i>



Assuming profit maximising behaviour fromforest |ogging companies, therationa strategy wouldbeto
start the stocking-up from*thebest” forests (with much higher forest rent) and continuetowards*“the
worst” (with minimum forest rent val ue) forests. Provided that “the best” resourceswould beexploited
first, the economic accessibility information allows devel opment of various policy meansto direct forest
utilisation into certain areas. For example, if lessvaluableforestswereto be utilised firgt, their use could
be compensated to make them economically morefeasibleto harvest. On the other hand, areaswith
highforest rent may not become economically accessiblewithout strict protectiverules.

Anss Niskanen
European Forest Institute, Joensuu

Anatoly Petrov
Institute for the Forest Specidists Education and Training, M oscow

GdinaFiliouchkina
Forest Technical Academy, S. Petersburg

Improving the communication methods and practises in
the forest sector of the Republic of Karelia

Background:

Political factors: In 1999 the Government of the Republic of Karelia
approved the Concept of socio-economical development on 1999 - 2002
— 2010 “Revival of Karelia”. In the preface of the Concept (2nd ed.
Petrozavodsk 2000 ) it’s purpose was defined as “raising the living-
standard of the people of Karelia”. The main activities of the Government
were concentrated in four directions: raising economic effectiveness,
growth of the regional income, settlement of the social problems, and
raising the welfare of the people. Six priority means to make the
concept true were listed. Improving the forest sector was the first one in
the list.

Asthetargetsfor developing the Karelian Forest Sector (KFS) were specified, the general objective
included the effective use and renewal of theforest resources, and increasing demand and supply for the
forest products.

Thefirst step objective (for 2002) stated that theintensified functional structure of the KFSwasthe
preconditionfor revitalising the KFSand new investmentsin particul ar.

Inthe context of theforest, the basic message of the governmenta Concept issimilar totheideas

devel oped during the process of the project “ Improving the communi cation methodsand practicesinthe
forest sector of the Republic of Karelia”. Among the multitude of thefiel dsof management the project
concentrated in the problems of communi cation because communicationisakey factor insolving al'so
the problemsof the other fields of management.



Ingtitutional factors: During thetransition towardsthe market economy the Karelian forest sector is
facing dramatic changes. Nowadaystheforestsarein the state property, i.e. the state takes care of the
forest management, including protection, while privateforest companiesmostly do cuttings. Asanew
Situation, thiscausesaproblem of identification of the common obj ectives between (8) the state, asthe
owner and manager of theforest resources, (b) itsdifferent bodiesdealing with forests, and (c) forest
companiesus ng forestsfor economic benefit. During the Soviet erathe centrally planned economy
incorporated command-based sector management, and planning could not ensure any cooperation
among the partieswithin theforest sector. I nteractive communicationisabasic factor in creating
cooperation between the parties.

Economic and financia factors: Theother point of concernisthe necessity of investmentsinto theKFS
for itsfurther development. So far, theinvestment projectsof domestic and foreigninvestorshavefailed.
Among the other reasons of failure, the closed way of operationsexercised by the KFS actorsand lack
of information about the KFS, both nationally and internationally, have been recognised. Therefore, itis
necessary toimprovethe methods and practicesof theinternal communication between the KFS actors,
ontheone hand, and with their domestic and foreign partners, on the other hand. Thiswill promote
marketing of the Karelian wood-based products and improvetheimage of the KFSasapotential for
invesments.

Socia and cultura conditions: Thetrangitional economy hassignificantly increased the number of
participantsin theforest sector activities. Today thereare at | east thefollowing stakehol ders: the State,
forest management organs, forest users, citizensand NGOs. The population and NGOs are not involved
inforest useregulation at the stage of planning and implementation. Thereisaneed of open
communicationwith the public from the viewpoint of both the democratisation processand thepublic’'s
rel ationship with theforest (fire protection, multipleforest uses, traditional forest cultureetc.).

Objectives

Overal objectiveand indicatorsof the project wereto promote devel opment of the KFS by improving
itsinteraction ontheinternal, national and international levels. Project purposeand indicatorswereto
improve meansand skillsto devel op communication practice of the KFS.

Activitiesundertaken
During the project following activitieswere carried out:

Launching conference, Petrozavodsk, 14.11.2001

Round-tabl e discussionson forest communication

Two workshopsin Petrozavodsk and one both in Kajaani and Moscow, Pushkino
Communication course, Petrozavodsk, 12-13.04.2002

Designing of theKarelian FCP

Concluding conference, Petrozavodsk, 14.05.2002

Project management and leadership

Additional activities:

e Planning of by-products: Karelian Forest Information Centre and atextbook

e Creating and approving project proposal on 2003 “Improving the Interaction Based on
Communication Between Stakeholders of the Forest Sector of the Republic of Kardlia’



Results achieved
Following resultswere achieved during the project period:

a View oncommunication has been harmonised among the Russian Working Group (RWG) members.

b) Initiative, responsibility and target-orientation of the RWG membershasbeenincreased.

¢) ldeaof theforest communication hasgained increasing support anong the KFS actors (according to
presentations at the seminar, Nov 14, at the concluding conference, May, 14 and to thereports of the
RWG members).

d) Forest communication contactswiththe KFS actors have beenincreased.

€) By-products, the project ideas of the Karelian Forest Information Centre (Information Centre) and a
textbook on forest communi cation have been launched.

f) Karelian Forest Communication Programme (FCP) hasbeen created

g Project proposal on 2003 “Improving the I nteraction Based on Communication Between
Stakeholdersof the Forest Sector of the Republic of Karelia” has been prepared.

h) Project proposal on 2003 “Improving the I nteraction Based on Communi cation Between
Stakehol dersof the Forest Sector of the Republic of Karelia” has been approved by Committee of
Natural Resourcesof the Republic of Kardlia

Sakari Virtanen
Project Manager
Oy FEG —Forest and Environment Group L td.



International Projects

Expertise in Russian Forestry

Objective of the project is to gather and produce information about
forestry and wood procurement in northwest Russia and to refine this
information to be easily accessible to Finnish forest companies and

: organisations. To reach the objective the project establishes two

g information service points, creates an internet service and produces
publications about Russian forest sector.

I nadequate knowledge of Russian forest sector and difficultiesto obtain correct information have beento
some extent ahindrance to productive co-operation between Russiaand West-European countries. To
pavetheway to eas er accessto reliable and up-to-date information, Finnish Forest Research Institute
(Metla) haslaunched athree-year (2002-2004) project Expertisein Russian Forestry to answer the
information needs of the Finnish forest sector. Theproject isfunded by the EU sInterreg 111 A Karelia—
programmeand County Administrative Board of Eastern Finland.

Objective and results

Objectiveof the project isto gather and produce information about forestry and wood procurement in
northwest Russiaand to refinethisinformation to beeasily accessibleto Finnish forest companiesand
organisaions.

To reach the objective the project has established two information service points - in Joensuu and
Kagaani - which servetheinformation needsof forest industry and administrative authoritiesof Eastern
Finland. Inthe course of the project the central norm regulation (laws, statutes, regulations, instructions)
related to forestry and forest usein Russiawill be published in Finnish along with ageneral quide book
“Pocket Book of Russian Forestry”, border areaforestry tel ephone book and practical guidefor wood
importers. An Internet servicewith an on-linenews servicewill be created to serve awider public.

Coordinating organisation of the project isthe Joensuu Research Centre of the Finnish Forest Research
Institute. Other membersof the project organisation are:

e Kainuun Etu Ltd. and Puugia- Centrefor Wood Technology of the Joensuu Science Park, which
answer for thefunctioning of the service pointsin Joensuu and Kgjaani;

e Faculty of Forestry of the University of Joensuu and North-Karelia Polytechnic, which are
respons blefor teaching materia production;

e Forest Engineering Faculty of the Petrozavodsk State University, whichwill providethe project
with real-timeinformation and ensurethe contentua correctnessof the produced material.

Role of enterprises

Toensurethat the project directionsarerational from the viewpoint of forest industry, forest companies
will takepart in the project by bringing out actual questionsand needsrelated to operatingin Russia, and
describing theredlity of wood import to other partners. Companieswill develop project activitiesasa
part of the project organisation. They will aso bethefirst onesto utilisethe produced new information.



Russian viewpoint

From the point of view of the Russian partner, the project promotes co-operation and business
opportunitieswith thewestern partner and hel ps networking with Finnish enterprises. The project also
supportsthe establishment of aForest Information Centreto the Republic of Kareliaasaparallel project
to the on-going Interreg project.

Sari Karvinen
Joensuu Research Centre, Finnish Forest Research Institute

International ecological expedition to the intact forests
of the Mezenskaya Pizhma river basin, Arkhangelsk
Region, 6-11 August 2002

publications/intact/!index-russia.html) published recently by Russian and
international nature protection organisations show us clearly that there
are still large intact old-growth forest tracts remaining in Northern
Russia, and in particular, in the Arkhangelsk Region and the Komi
republic.

§ Maps of Russia’s intact forest landscapes www.forest.ru/rus/

Accordingto thelatest dataobtained by the“ Severolesproekt™ Arkhangel sk forestry expedition, the
total land area.of mature and over-mature coniferousforestsinthe Arkhangelsk Regionis 11 million
hectares. Of thisabout 7 million hectares have been disturbed only minimally by human economic activity
and can bereferred to asold-growth, intact forests. Aslittle asfifty yearsago therepublic of Karelia
possessed similar heritage—asdid Finland ahundred years ago—but in both placesit isnow gone,
never toreturn.

From 1997-2001 four international ecological expeditions, aming to eval uate the conservationa value of
intact forest areasin the Arkhangel sk Region, were held by nature protection organi sationsfrom Russia,
Finland, Norway and Sweden, and since 1999 within the scope of cooperation of the I nternational
Contact Forum on Habitat Conservation in the Barents Region. The expeditionswere: theOnega
peninsula(1997), the Belomor-Kuloi plateau (1998), the Kozhozero landscape reserve (1999) and the
Yulariver basin (2001). Thefifth expedition, whichwasthe next logical stepinthe programmetook
placefrom 6-11 August, 2002 in the M ezenskaya Pizhmariver basin—the most remotedistrict of the
Arkhangelsk Region.

Intotal, 17 participants (scientists, experts, representatives of nature protection organisationsand
technical assstants) from Russiaand Finland took part in the expedition. Of these, eight participants
werefromArkhangelsk: Dr. Vaery Efimov (head of theexpedition) and Dr. Alexander Davydov
(Institute of Ecologica Problemsof the North, Russian Academy of Sciences); prof. Vasily Tsvetkov
(Arkhangel sk Technical University), Mr. Vasily Voronin (Ecology Committee of theArkhangel sk
Regiona Department of Natural Resources), Mr. Sergel Torkhov (Archangelsk forest inventory
expedition), Mrs. ElenaRai (Pomorsky State University), Mr. Andrey Klimov (Sev PINRO) and Mr.
Jevgeni Novoselov (artist), aswell astwo participantsfrom Finland: Dr. Tapio Lindholmand Dr. Jevgeni



Jakovlev (Finnish Environment Institute, Helsinki). Additionaly, thereweresix local guideswith boats
and acook (Mrs. Nadezhda M akarovafromArkhangelsk). Thanksto the good preparation work
participantshad, over thefivedays, the opportunity tovisit severa extremely interesting areasof old
growthforestsand pristinemires, aswell asthe objectsof cultural heritagethemselves (thevast
meadowsalong theriver, the system of hunting lodgesand theold villages of Shegmasand Kobylskaja).
Onthefirst day of the exhibition therewasaflyover along the M ezenskaya Pizhmariver (covering about
100 km). Field routes covered around 65 km (20 km by boat and 45 km on foot.

Theareainvestigated islocated within the North taiga sub-zone of the East European taigazone, and
bel ongsto the Timan taigabiogeographica province. Most of theareaiscovered by nativetaigaforest
and mires. Intheriver valey, withitsthick depositsof ancient soilsfrom different geological ages, the
landscape represents acomplicated mosaic of forestsand meadows. Thefirst terracesof theriver and
itsinflowsarecovered with alluvial meadows.

Forests. Intotal, about 550 hectares of forestsinthe MezenskayaPizhmariver valley andasoina
two-kilometre-widezone on theleft bank were surveyed. About thirty forest stesmostly dominated by
spruce, pine, larch and birch werevisited. The most common type of forest ismixed spruce-dominated
forest with pineand larch. Lichen pinestandsof pyrogenicorigin, at different stagesof succession, are
asowidely distributedinthearea. Thereare also remainsof relic forestsdominated by larch (Larix
shbirica). Most of theforest areasvisited appeared intact or minimally transformed. Traces of selective
cuttingsof small intensity were noted only around settlementssituated ong theriver. Themain
characteristicsof theforest standsare:

e highageof theprincipal generation (160 yearsor more); the maximum age estimated for specific
individual treesis450years

e Unevenagedtructure

e “0ap’ or “window” dynamicsof the development of stands

e Mmonotonousstructureof al vegetationlevels

e largeamount of dead wood (snags, brushwood and windfall) in various stages of decay.

M eadowsaremostly confined toriversideareas. They are of anthropogenic origin and, during the

course of thelir existence (400 yearsor more), have been used as hay meadowsand pasture-land. Even

now, thelocal peoplekeep alarge herd of horses, which roam freely through the pastureland during

summertime. However, thistraditional agricultureisquickly declining, and meadow floraistherefore

gradualy changing towards s mplification of the speciespool and anincreasing proportion of particular

speciesof weed.

Thereareseveral typesof Mires(raised bogs, variousfensand flooded fens). Open miresaccount for
asignificant proportion. All miresareintheir natural condition, and have never been subject to drainage
or other kinds of anthropogenic influence. Therichest floraistypically foundinthe mireslocated by
brooks.

Thefloraand faunaof theareaarehighly typical of minimally transformed natural taigaforestsand
include many rare and endangered specieslisted in thered databooks of the Russian Federation and the
Arkhangel sk Region. The speciespool of plantsisconsidered asboth high and diverse. In comparison
withwesterntaigaareas, loca floraisenriched by presence of many plant speciesof Siberian origin. The
highest variety of vascular plantswasnoted intheriver valey with complicated relief, particularly in
calcareous-rich sitesenriched with nemoral plant species.

®



According toinformation obtained fromlocal hunters, several speciesof largemammal, e.g. bear, wolf,
wolverine, elk and otter are quite common to thearea. Thesameissaid of large predatory birds. Along
with common forest species such asgoshawk, sparrow hawk and peregrine, several rare species (white-
tailed eagle, fish hawk and eagle owl) have been spotted aswell. Hunting istill very popular with local
people. Huntersusually visit aparticular areawherethey aretrying to maintain asystem of trapsfor
wood grouse, black grouse and hazel hen. The most common game anima sare marten, squirrel, hare
andek.

Theareaused to bewell colonised by speciesof fungi and insects associated with dead wood
(particularly spruce, pineandlarchindifferent stagesof decay), and theselargely retained their natural
patterns.

Water inthewholeriver system of Mezenskaya Pizhmaanditstributariesisextremely cleanand the
river can thus serve asthe benchmark for estimating water pollution in research work.

MezenskayaPizhmaisthe spawning river of salmon. Morethan 15 speciesof fish have been recorded,
of whichthemost valuable arethe different speciesand subspecies of salmon and grayling. Dueto
unrestricted fishing activity the stocks of thesefish speciesneed restoring. Over thelast fifteenyears,
scientistsand expertsfrom both the Northern branch of the Polar research fishery institute (SevPINRO)
and the Sevrybvod I nstitute of Arkhangel sk have conducted annual monitoring work onthe natural
reproduction of valuablefish species.

Alongwith well-preserved natura biotopes, themajor objectsof cultural heritagewere observed. Due
to theremotenessof thisterritory they still remain unexplored, and require specia attention from
archaeol ogists, ethnographersand historiansof culture. Themost notable objectsare:

e archaeologica sitesfromtheNeolithic era(2000yearsBC);

e atoponymiccomplex verifying the presence, inthe past, of ancient tribeswith old-Finnish languages
intheterritory, whichisaso characteristically toponymic of Northern Russig;

e Old-fashionedvillages4till retaining their traditional layout, wooden architectural monuments,
such ascourtyards(five-wal and six-wall) and small warehousesbuilt on pillarsor racks(to prevent
animasfrom reaching stored foodstuffs);

e asystemof smal hunting lodgesaong theriver, and traditiona trapping.

The portage system fromtheriver MezenskayaPizhmato the PechoraPizhmariver istheoldestinthe
Northeast Arkhangel sk Region and this system wasthe main method for the ancient Novgorodians. The
expedition of folkloreand ethnography specialistsled by N. Kolpakovainthe 1950shasgathered, inthe
area, the best-known legends (bylines) of the Novgorod period.

Theareain question clearly hasakey roleto play intermsof preserving the natural biodiversity and
cultura heritage of Northern Europe. At the moment, however, aseriousthreat hashung over al these
uniquenatural complexes, which arenot integrated at all into the network of protected aress, either ona
federal level inRussiaor onaregional level intheArkhangel sk Region. Eventhough theforestsof the
areastudied are still inaccessiblefor cutting dueto the absence of roads, they are considered as potential
resourcesfor long-termfellinginthevery near future.

All scientistsand expertswho took part in the expedition suggested establishing anew national park on
theareastudied. The bordersof the proposed nationa park should be situated far from theexisting
timber transportation roads and determined on the basisof |andscape attributes, namely, the



MezenskayaPizhmariver basin and therocky outcropsof the“ Chetlassky kamen” ridge. The proposal
of theexpedition participants isthat the national park should incorporate theforests of L eshukonsky
Forestry Enterpriseof theArkhangel sk Region Department of Natural Resourcesand Environmental
Protection in the Russian Federation Ministry of Natural Resources (Vozhgorskoe forestry enterprise,
No. 4-9, 17-23, 31-40, 42-288). Thetotal areaof the proposed national park isabout 250,000
hectares.

The participants of the expedition address, The participants of the expedition address, to the Head of to
theAdministration of theArkhangel sk Region Committee of Ecology, to the Leshukonskij Municipality
and to theArkhangel sk Region Department of Natural Resourcesand Environmenta Protectioninthe
Russian Federation Ministry of Natural Resources, arequest to makeall necessary decisionsto ensure
thepreservation of old growth forestsand biodiversity inthe Mezenskaya Pizhmariver basin.

The participantsof theexpedition expresstheir gratitudeto the Finnish Ministry of the Environment, the
Directoratefor Nature Management, Norway and the V asterbotten Regional Council, Swedenfor their
financial support, and to theArkhangel sk Region Department of Natural Resourcesand Environmental
Protection inthe Russian Federation Ministry of Natural Resources, theAdministration of the
Arkhangel sk Region Committee of Ecolo, and the I nstitute of Ecological Problemsof the North (of the
Urd branch of the Russian Academy of Sciences) for their excellent organi sation of the expedition.

Jevgeni Jakoviev
Finnish Environment Institute

International workshop meeting :

GAP-Analysis and regional Red Data Books in the
conservation of landscape and biological diversity in
the Northwest Russia (Vologda, Vologda State
Pedagogical University, 21 — 25 October 2002)

The seminar was organised by the Finnish Environment Institute,
Finland; the Directorate of Nature Management, Norway; the Regional
Council of Vasterbotten, Sweden, and the Vologda State Pedagogical
s University.
Thirty Six representativesof governmental and non-governmenta environmental organisationsfrom
Moscow, S. Petersburg, Karelia, Arkhangel sk, Vologda, Murmansk, and Leningrad regions
participated intheseminar .

The programme of the seminar included discussion on preparatory issuesfor the GAP analysisof the
gpecial nature protected areas network in the Northwest Russia. The participants provided information
on the upcoming regional Red DataBooks of Endangered Speciesagai nst the background of new
IUCN criteria(1994). The project coordinators and |leading Russian, Finnish and Norwegian Red Data
Book expertspresented their reviews of the GAPproject at the plenary session of the seminar. Thiswas
followed by threeworkshops on Tuesday afternoon, and morning and afternoon sessionson



Wednesday. Theworkshopsincluded anumber of prepared reportsand aroundtablediscussion. The
results of the discussionsare described in the Resol ution adopted by the seminar.

Theinternational training seminar discussed the objectives of the GAP analysis project. Thelandscape
approach wasreiterated asbeing amajor method for eval uating thelayout of the nature protected areas
intheNorthwest Russia. Special attention should begiventotheremaining virginforests. The
preparatory coordinatorsof the project (Finnish Environment Ingtitute and the Biol ogical I nstitute of
Saint-Petersburg State University) backed by the project working group of 21 membersweregiventhe
task to produce, by March 1<t, afeasibility study in compliance with the European standardsfor
internationd financing gpplications.

The participants of the seminar appeaed to the Ministry of Natural Resources of Russian Federationto
speed up the officia endorsement of the GAP analysis preliminary project plan adopted by the Expert
council of the North-western Department of Natural resourceson 22 April 2002 and presented to the
Ministry in June 2002.

Regional Red DataBookswerediscussed asanintegral part of the GAPanalysisproject. The
international training seminar asked the Department of the state control and perspective development in
thefield of nature management and environmental protectionin Northwest RussiaFederal Didtrict to
createacommittee or aworking group on Red DataBookswith representation from al constituencies
of theNorthwest Federal Region.

Theseminar programme ended with an excursion to the* Russian North” National Park and to the
Kirillov-Belozersky Monastery.

The participantsof the seminar expressed their gratitudeto the Finnish Environment Ingtitute, Directorate
of Nature Management, Norway, the Regiona Council of V asterbotten, Sweden for financial support,
andto Vologda State Pedagogica University for hosting theinternational training seminar on GAP
analysisand regional Red Books of Endangered Speciesfor landscapeand biodiversity conservationin
Northwest Russia.

Jevgeni Jakoviev
Finnish Environment Institute



Publications

Nature in northern Europe - Biodiversity in a changing
environment

This 350-page book about biodiversity, “Nature in Northern Europe -
Biodiversity in a changing environment”, is the end-product of a major
Northern European co-operation project. It complies the latest essential
information about plant and animal species and their habitats, while
assessing the need for nature conservation.

Thebook coversthe Nordic Countries, Scotland, the Baltic Countriesand northwestern Russia
including Murmansk, Leningrad, Pskov, Novgorod, Kainingrad regionsand the Republic of Karelia

A fascinating insight into naturein northern Europe

Thisbook startsby examining the significanceof biologica diversity; then continueswith areview of the
natural history of Northern Europe, describing the spread of speciesinto Northern Europe after theice
receded, before assessingin detail how people have shaped plant and animal communitiesand their
habitats—and how natureisfaring today under variouspressures. Finaly, the book setsout thecrucial
argumentsasto how thediversity of our natural surroundings could and should be protected. The book
will appeal to anyoneinterested in nature, aswell asteachers, students, researchersand decision
makers.

Clear mapsand diagramstogether with excellent photographs ensurethat the book’ sdetailed scientific
content ispresented in an attractive and accessibleway. The book includes & so nearly 200 drawings of
plants, animalsand fungi drawn by four artists. Among themisEvgeny A. Koblik from Russia, Senior
Scientist of the Zoological Museum of Moscow State University, M. Sc. in Biology.

“Naturein Northern Europe—Biodiversity in achanging environment” was publishedin 2002in English,
Finnish, Estonian, Latvian and Russian. Many authorsand speciaistsfrom each country wereinvolvedin
thedifferent phasesof thefiveyears comprehensivework. The Secretariat of the Editorial Group was
located inthe Nature Division of the Finnish Environment I ngtitute.

The book has been financed by the Nordic Council of Ministersand printed by EditaPlc. in Helsinki.
Orders www.editafi/netmar ket

For moreinfor mation contact:

Deputy Editor: MarjaPylvanédinen, Finnish Environment I nstitute SY KE/ Nature Division, email:
marja.pylvanainen@ymparisto.fi, tel. +358 940300 750

Editor-in-chief: Eeva-LiisaHalanaro, e-mail: eevaliisa@nic.fi</a>



Natural complexes, flora and fauna of the proposed
Kalevala National Park

The aim of this study is to analyse the present condition of natural
ecosystems, in particular, the biodiversity of forests, mires and lakes in
an area to the north of the town of Kostamus in the northwest part of
Russian Karelia, close to the Finnish border.

Theboreal taigaforest areaconsistsof old growth forestswith large quantitiesof naturally decaying
wood material and amulti-layered forest canopy. Mires, lakesand riversthousands of yearsin agelend
thelandscapeits mosaic pattern. Thefloraand faunaof the areaare also typical of boreal ecosystems.
Indeed, many of the speciesfound here are specialistsof old growth forestsand areunableto survivein
managed forests. The survival of these speciesisthustotally dependent on the establishment of nature
conservation areas such asthis. After inventoriesand anayseswere performed the areawas put forward
asapotentia national park and the name suggested for it wasKaevalaNational Park. ThePark is
named in honour of the Finnish national epic poem, theKaevaa, whichwasassembled inthefirst half of
the 19th century by the scholar Elias L 6nnrot from oral poetry he had collected from peoplelivinginthe
villagesof thearea.

The present study and publication are theresults of Finnish-Russian cooperation between the Finnish
Ministry of the Environment and the nature conservation authoritiesof Karelia. Thestudy was
undertaken by scientistsof the Karelian Research Centre, Russian Academy of Sciencesand of the
Biodiversity Conservation department of the * Sustai nable Forest M anagement and Conservation of
Biologica Diversity inNorthwest Russia devel opment programme managed by the Finnish Environment
Indtitute.

Theediting of this publication wasamost completewhen in August 2002 the government of the Republic
of Kareliatook the decisionto establish KalevalaNational Park over an areaof 74 400 hectares. This
officid decisonindicatesthat thelong-term Finnish-Russian cooperative effort hasbornefruit and that
the detailed information contained within thispublicationisof real significance.

Gromtsev, Andrey N. (ed.), Natural Complexes, floraand faunaof the proposed KalevalaNational
Park, 2002. Finnish Environment Institute and Karelian Research Centre, Russian A cademy of Sciences,
Series” Suomenymparistd 5777 (TheFinnish Environment 577). EditaPrimaL td, Helsinki 2002.

Orders www.edita.fi/netmar ket



Red Data Book of Nature of the Leningrad Region

Volume 3 of the Red Data Book of the Leningrad region — Animals, St.
Petersburg, 2002, 480 pages, has been published in October 2002. This
Is the last volume of the bilingual edition with parallel texts in Russian
and English. Volume 3 comprises a list of 602 vertebrates and
invertebrates that require protection. Detailed description, including
drawings, distribution maps, appearance, ecological characteristics,
limiting factors and recommended conservation measures, is given for
298 species.

Volume 1—Protected Areas, S. Petersburg, 1999, 400 pages, contains data on 56 nature protected
areas established in the Leningrad region and in Saint-Petersburg, aswell ason 60 projected and
proposed nature protected areas. The descriptions of every protected areaincludelandscape maps,
nature sites, referenceto therel evant Nature Protection Actsand decisionstaken by theauthorities. Also
includedinVol. 1isabrief outlineof thirty geological sites proposed for conservation.

Volume2—Plantsand Fungi, . Petersburg, 2000, 672 pages, containsdataof 528 plantsand fungi
that require protection. The descriptions of every speciesinclude pictures, maps, appearance,
environmental characteristics, limiting factorsand recommended protection measures.

Red DataBook of Nature of the Leningrad Regionisanormative document, because the statute based
onitisapproved by the L eningrad Region Government. Red DataBook isanimportant tool for
conservation of biologica diversity and support of ecological development.

Thebook isa so designed to servebiol ogi sts, ecol ogists, collegeteachersand youth environmentalist
clubs, nature protection experts, university students, al friendsof Nature.

The book has been prepared and printed with thefinancia support from the Ecologica Fund of the
Leningrad Region and the Finnish Ministry of the Environment.

Editor-in-Chief : Professor Geor gy Noskov, Institute of Biology, University of Saint-Petersburg,
email: gnoskov@areaus.pu.ru

P ease send your book ordersto thefollowing bookstores,

inFnland:

e Akateeminenkirjakauppa, Keskuskatu 1- Pohjoisesplanadi 39, FIN-00100 Helsinki,
www.akateeminen.com

inRussa

o St Petersburg DomKnigi, 191186 St. Petersburg, Nevskij prospect, d. 28

e AkademKniga, 191104 S. Petersburg, Liteinij prospekt, 57

o St Petersburg State University, “Knizhnyi salon”, 199034 St. Petersburg, Universitetskayanab. 11



